
TABERNACLE BAPTIST CHURCH, MACON, GEORGIA 

STUDY OF “AUTOPSY OF A DECEASED CHURCH,” by Thom Rainer 

Chapter 6 – The Great Commission Becomes the Great Omission   -   Read the chapter. 

 

Read the Great Commission from Matt. 28:16-20; Mark 1:17; 16:15-16; Luke 14:23; 24:44-

49; John 20:21-23; Acts 1:8; 2 Cor. 5:11, 14; Col. 1:28 

 

Application:   QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER THOUGHT  

1. Do you have a fond memory of the “good ole days” at TBC?   YES   NO    

How do you describe those days? 

 

 

• Do you recall the last time TBC baptized more people in one year than now typically 

attend on a Sunday morning?  Year  __________   Number of Baptisms  _________ 

 

• What was the difference in the church’s attitude and actions toward the Great 

Commission then, as compared to now?   

 

• How many baptisms has TBC had in the last 5 years?  ________ (if you don’t know give 

it your best guess) 

 

2. Let’s focus on the passage in Matthew 28:16-20 

• Note that their starting point was worship, v. 17.  What do you think it means that “some 

doubted?” 

 

• Under whose “authority” are we to operate when being obedient to the Great 

Commission, v. 18?  _____________   Who then, would be the One doing the saving if 

we were to reach someone with the gospel?   ______________ 

 

• What are the IMPERATIVES of vv. 19-20? 

 

o “Go” - I must disagree with Thom Rainer here, “Go” is a participle in the Greek, 

so it is not a command per se.  It works somewhat like a verb and an adjective at 

the same time.  It might be translated, “As you are going.”  Warren Wiersbe 

says, “The Greek verb translated go is actually not a command but a present 

participle (going).”1 

 
1 Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 107. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/ntbec?ref=Bible.Mt28.19-20a&off=26&ctx=ivity+(vv.+19%E2%80%9320a).+~The+Greek+verb+trans


o “Make Disciples,” is the only true command or imperative.  What does this 

mean to you? 

 

 

o What is the difference in getting someone to “make a decision” and in “making 

disciples?” 

 

o “Baptizing” and “teaching” are also participles, not commands per se.  In the 

context they carry the force of an imperative, for what good does it do to make a 

disciple and not follow through with their discipleship/sanctification? 

o Explain what “baptizing” means in the context: 

 

o Explain what “teaching” means in the context: 

 

 

3.  What is the issue with dead or dying churches that causes them to drop off from years of 

growth and expansion?  Normally it’s a gradual decline, sometimes imperceptible.  Which would 

you consider the problem to be, and why? 

• The church just “forgot” to do it.  Sort of a Great Commission amnesia. 

• The church just “decided” not to do it.    

 

 

4.  What is the biggest problem with getting an outreach/visitation going in the church?   

 

 

• Two things are clearly needed: 

o Obedience - which takes effort 

▪ It also requires an “other” focus 

o Dependence – on the power of Christ 

 

 

5.  Is our church being obedient to the Great Commission?  YES    NO 

• If NO, what needs to change? 

 

 

 

Consider the prayer commitment on p. 45 

 

Name (optional):  __________________________________    Male/Female 

Age range:  0-20 _____   21-40   _____   41-60   _____   61+   _____ 

Number of years you have been a member of TBC   _____________  


