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Author: Is considered unknown by most and many speculations
are given. I personally believe a good argument can be made for
Pauline authorship. Differences in style from his church epistles lead
many scholars to conclude Paul could not have written the book. But
since this was a letter to Hebrew Christians a difference in style might
be expected. Dr. J. Vernon McGee makes an excellent argument for
Pauline authorship and his article can be read at this link:
https://www.ttb.org/docs/default-source/extra-materials/the-authors
hip-of-hebrews.pdf?sfvrsn=ff4c1c16_0 

Audience: The book was written to born again, blood bought
believers in Christ of Jewish background. In other words, Hebrews
was written to saved people. The truth is, most of the Bible is for the
saved. The only thing in the Bible for the lost is the Gospel message
of salvation.  These believers were being encouraged to press on in
their Christian walk, to mature. Why? The author intends to teach
deep truth and realizes this will be difficult because they had becomedull of hearing (5:11). The word means lazy or sluggish.

Analysis: C. I. Scofield correctly observes: “The occasion of the
Epistle was the need of special exhortation for Hebrew readers who
had professed faith in Jesus as the Messiah, some of whom were
wavering in their attitude. Hence the exhortation is to “hold fast”
(3:6) and to “go on maturity” (6:1).  

“The purpose of the book, then, was (1) to confirm Jewish
Christians by showing that O.T. Judaism had come to an end through
the fulfillment by Christ of the whole purpose of the law; (2) to warn
some who had identified themselves as Christians (a) of falling back
into Judaism or (b) pausing short of true faith in Christ; and (3) to
bring the attention of Christians everywhere to the pre-eminence of
Jesus Christ.” 

The leading idea then, of Hebrews, is the perfection and finality
of the new covenant. The sacrifice of Calvary rendered obsolete the
ceremonial washings and offerings of the Mosaic law. Not only is
Christ’s sacrifice “better” but it is final is the phrase “once for all”
(6:4; 7:27; 9:12, 26, 28; 10:2, 10; 12:26, 27). On the basis of this we
also hear a recurring challenge, “Let us...”.

The heart of Hebrews, and the main emphasis, is found in 5:11-
6:3. Paul states that by this time they should be teachers themselves.
But now they need to be taught the principles, the rudiments or
ABC’s, of God's Word. Chaptere 6, verse 1 says we are to press on to
spiritual maturity, leaving the elementary principles behind. 

There is a serious charge in 5:13, unskillful. The idea is that they
were inexperienced. This is a weak excuse for a professing believer
to say that he or she doesn't know what the Bible says. 

One very key element to the study of Hebrews is learning what
spiritual maturity really is. It is clearly defined for us in 5:14. It is in
a sense practicing what you preach, or as Paul says it in Eph 4:1,
walking worthy of your calling.  Exercised means to work at training.
In other words, learning right from wrong. Not operating on
situational ethics but on God's moral absolutes. When God reveals
your thinking is wrong, you need to change the way you think.
Maturity is thinking like God. God knows best. The Holy Spirit does
not vote yes and no on same subject.  A definition of spiritual
maturity is the ability to discern good from evil. A mature Christian
knows the right thing to do in any given situation.
OUTLINE:

Introduction (1:1-3)
I. The Person of Christ - He is Sovereign and Superior, our Deliverer
(1 - 6)

A. Better than the Angels (1:4 - 2:148)
B. Better than Moses (3:1 - 13)
C. Better than Aaron (4:14 - 6:20)

II. The Priesthood of Christ - He is our Substitute and Sacrifice, our
Righteous King  (7 - 10:18)

A. The Better Priesthood (7:1-19)
B.  The Better Covenant (7:20 - 8:13)
C.  The Better Sanctuary (9)
D. The Better Sacrifice (10:1-18)

III. The Principle of Christianity - Our Salvation and Sanctification
by Faith (10:19 - 13:25)

A. Living by Faith - Holding fast your confession (10:19-39)
B. Learning from the Faithful (11)
C. Looking to Jesus in Faith (12)
D. Lasting Faith through Obedience (13)


