
TABERNACLE BAPTIST CHURCH, MACON, GEORGIA 

STUDY OF “AUTOPSY OF A DECEASED CHURCH,” by Thom Rainer 

Chapter 7 – The Preference-Driven Church   -   Read the chapter. 

 

Read and study these passages of Scripture:   Rom. 12:1-8; 1 Cor. 12:12-27; Phil. 2:1-11 

 

Application:   QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER THOUGHT  

1.  Have you ever attended a church business meeting where there were more people present 

than in a typical Sunday morning service?   YES   NO    

How do you suppose that could happen? 

 

 

• Do you recall a time when ugly words were exchanged in a business meeting at church?  

When?  _________   What was the issue, and what was outcome? 

 

• Do you believe this had a negative impact on the growth and health of the church?  YES   

NO    Explain your answer …   

 

 

• Do church members have a right to their opinion in such situations?  YES   NO  (You 

might consider a couple of passages from Luke, 17:5-10; 9:23-26; and 9:57-62; before 

answering) 

 

 

 

2. In the book Thom Rainer shares the story of a church that died because they refused to shift 

the time of a worship service that was growing and reaching younger families.  There are several 

points to consider: 

• There were people present who had not been in church in years.  Should they have been 

allowed to participate or vote?  YES    NO      Why, or why not? 

 

 

• One member said, “I will let the church die before such a change is made.”  Does this, 

in your mind, reflect a Christlike attitude?  YES  NO   

 

 

• This member got what he asked for, the church died eight years later.  Do you believe 

that God will hold this member, and others like him, responsible for the death of the 

church?  YES   NO 

 



3.  Me, myself and I.  My three favorite people, right?  We have spoken much about this but the 

issue in almost every church will come down to making a choice between one of two ways of 

moving forward …. 

• The church focus moves inward. 

• The church focus moves outward. 

 

-What is the focus of TBC?  Fully INWARD; Partly INWARD; Equally Balanced;   

Partly OUTWARD;  Fully OUTWARD 

 

-What needs to change to so that TBC is fully outwardly focused? 

 

 

 

4.  What is your own preference?  Would you be willing to let go of it if it meant the church 

could grow?   

 

 

 

5.  In the assigned Scripture passages, what attitudes and actions are essential if a church is to 

have a Christlike approach to ministry? 

 

 

 

 

6.  How could we apply the Love Dare story to our church? 

 

 

 

 

Consider the prayer commitment on p. 52 

Standby for Sunday’s sermon from Phil. 2:1-4, Attitudes that Achieve 

 

Name (optional):  __________________________________    Male/Female 

Age range:  0-20 _____   21-40   _____   41-60   _____   61+   _____ 

Number of years you have been a member of TBC   _____________  


